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Introduction

• The Rochford District Council owned 57 South Street site has not been well used 
for around 8 years. It has been empty for some time and its condition has 
deteriorated. 

• The site is within Flood Zone 3.

• In 2019, Rochford District Council embarked on a comprehensive Asset Delivery 
Programme that will create a new administrative, civic and community hub at the 
Freight House, Rochford.

• Since October 2020, gbpartnerships and their team have completed technical 
surveys of the site to best understand the opportunities and constraints that 
define the development proposals.
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Redevelopment of 57 South Street,
Rochford must:

• Support the strong and vibrant 
community in Rochford.

• Regenerate this prominent site 
and deliver housing to meet local 
needs.

• Ensure development takes place 
within a reasonable timeframe.

• Address and mitigate the flood 
risk constraints on the site.
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Work completed to date

• Between July 2019 and April 2020, Rochford District Council completed a 

rigorous tender process to procure a development partner and design team with 

which to deliver the Council’s Development Programme.

• The successful development team is led by gbpartnerships and this venture with 

the council is called Voyage Partnership.

• Since October 2020, gbpartnerships and their team have completed technical 

surveys of the site to best understand the opportunities and constraints that 

define the development proposals. These have included measured and 

topographic surveys, ecology and arboricultural surveys and assessments, 

building and structural condition surveys and heritage assessments. 

• Given the location of the site, setting, heritage considerations, site constrains and 

market value, the most suitable use for the site is as residential accommodation.
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Have your say

• Before the planning application is finalised and formally submitted to local 

planning authority in April 2021, we would like to hear your views on our 

plans.

• This information is a snapshot of the complete planning submission which 

we are putting together to give you an idea of how our plans are 

progressing.

• If you have any comments, please click on the link at the end of this 

document or visit the website at www.voyage-partnership.co.uk/have-your-

say to complete a short questionnaire. 
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57 South Street, how it looks now
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Understanding the site

• Located within Rochford Conservation 
Area, at the southern end of South Street 
and near the busy junction with Bradley 
Way and Southend Road.

• North of the site is predominantly 
residential use.  North west along Locks 
Hill are commercial use buildings and to 
the west of the site is Rochford Reservoir.  
To the south is Rochford Fire Station.

• Flood Risk Zone 3, meaning it is at high 
risk of flooding without appropriate 
mitigation measures.

• The existing site includes 8no. parking 
spaces
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The proposals - principles

• The flooding risk of the site compromises the use of the existing building.

• The demolition of the existing building will enable a new, sustainable residential 
development that is designed to address the flood risk on the site.

• Recognising that the existing building contributes to the character of the conservation 
area, the new building will achieve a very high quality of design, detailing and 
construction.

• Preserve parking capacity for fire station use (4 spaces) as agreed with Essex Fire 
Authority.

• Provide residential car parking (10 spaces).

• Appropriate scale and massing of development that reflects the surrounding context as 
well as the prominence of this gateway site.
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The proposals – facts and figures
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• Total new homes = 8 apartments.

• Mix of 1 and 2 bedroom apartments.

• High quality two and three storey 

development.

• Residents’ and visitor car                                

and cycle parking.



Benefits of the proposals
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• High quality, sustainable town 

centre residential 

accommodation that contributes 

to local housing needs

• Retained car parking space 

provision for the fire station

• Regeneration of a vacant and 

constrained site within a 

prominent gateway position in 

Rochford



Timescales and next steps

• Pre-Application enquiries with Rochford 

District Council, statutory consultees, 

conservation advisors and Historic England is 

currently ongoing.

• Community and public engagement 

15th February to 28th February 2021 via a 

feedback questionnaire: 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/57SouthStreet

• Receipt of statutory and community feedback 

and responsive design development by 

Spring 2021.

• Scheme submission to Local Planning 

Authority estimated by April 2021.
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