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Rayleigh Pre-Application Webinar 17th March 2021 

Questions & Answers Responses 

Subject: Planning  

Question(s) 

I have been told by a senior Rochford District Council member of staff that the 
footprint of the new ‘Mill’ is fixed.  

How does this fit with the claims that the redevelopment is at a pre-planning stage 
and nothing fixed? 

Answer 

To date a planning application has not been made. We are at the 'Pre-application' 
stage and so we are encouraging feedback from the local community to inform the 
designs ahead of making such an application.  

You will retain the ability to comment at the point that the formal application is 
made.  

The Covid restrictions have presented real challenges with engagement regarding 
these proposals, and we have worked hard to overcome this and we are offering 
multiple channels of engagement to ensure we do as much as we can to reach 
residents. 

We have placed detailed articles in the Echo, one for the Rayleigh sites and one 
for the Rochford sites, this included key information and facts regarding the 
proposals and images of the proposals.   

We have also created Stakeholder Focus Groups to ensure we can engage with 
key stakeholders and local user groups to listen to their feedback on the proposals 
and better understand how they operate as groups.   

The www.voyage-partnership.co.uk website will continue to be updated, it contains 
key information on the programme such as background to the programme itself, 
the indicative timeline and detail of the proposals themselves, it also has a function 
to raise questions and complete a survey.  

We recognise that not everyone has internet access or would simply prefer a 
different method to communicate with us, so the option to write to us remains and 
we will continue to promote this as a method to provide feedback or ask questions.  

We are also promoting a call back service via telephone; this is an opportunity for 
residents to speak to a senior member of staff within the project team to ask any 
questions and to provide feedback.   

We have also written numerous press releases that have been reported in the 
local press.   

Public meetings are of course not allowed to take place at present but as soon as 
the law changes, we will be able to consider this as an option. 

http://www.voyage-partnership.co.uk/
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The information we are sharing with you are proposals at this point, they have not 
yet been subjected to the planning process and elected members have not voted 
on whether to proceed.  

Members do not expect to have to make a final decision until February 2022 in 
respect of the proposals for the Mill site with the remainder of sites coming slightly 
earlier in October of this year. 

 


