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Introduction

• Rochford District Council took the strategic decision to review the use of 6 council 

buildings/sites and incorporate them together in a development programme.

• All were ageing town centre buildings with heritage features; under-utilised for 

their size with limited options for improvement, “greening” and future proofing.

• Options review during 2019 identified a preferred option which could broadly 

achieve cost neutrality across all 6 sites, but Members decided to increase the 

scheme to create a brand-new community centre in Rayleigh. 

• Doing the minimum was more expensive in the longer term. 
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Work completed to date

• Between July 2019 and April 2020, Rochford District Council completed a 

rigorous tender process to procure a development partner and design team.

• The successful development team is led by gbpartnerships and this venture with 

the council is called Voyage Partnership.

• Since October 2020, gbpartnerships and their team have completed technical 

surveys of the site to best understand the opportunities and constraints that 

define the development proposals.  

• These have included, measured and topographic surveys, ecology and 

arboricultural surveys and assessment, building and structural condition surveys 

and heritage and flood risk assessments
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Have your say

• Before the Planning Applications for all sites are finalised and formally submitted to the 

Planning Authority, we would like to hear your views on our proposals.

• We have already listened to your views on the three Rochford sites, and these have been 

fed into the Design Team, and will be considered during the next design planning stage 

ahead of submitting an application to the Planning Authority.

• Now we would like to hear your views on the two Rayleigh sites, the new purpose-built 

community centre and housing at the Mill Arts and Events Centre Site and housing and a 

commercial building at the Civic Suite site.

• This information is a snapshot of the design work that will ultimately form the planning 

submissions we are compiling to give you an idea of how our plans are progressing.

• Join our live webinar on 17th March at 6pm, click this link to register at 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/rayleigh-pre-planning-engagement-webinar-tickets-

144249802041 or if you have any comments click here to complete a short survey  

www.voyage-partnership.co.uk/haveyoursay. 
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The Civic Suite Site, Rayleigh
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• The Civic Suite has been used as the 

local Council’s headquarters and 

more recently for Civic meetings 

since the 1950s.

• Given the location of the site, setting, 

heritage considerations, community 

and market value, the proposals 

seek to create a mixed-use 

development on the site that 

combines residential and commercial 

uses.

• This will be through part-conversion 

and restoration of the existing 

buildings on the site and sensitive 

new build development.



Proposed redevelopment of Civic Suite Site will:

• Support the strong and vibrant 
community contributing 
positively to the town centre 
and surrounding area.

• Regenerate the site and deliver 
housing and commercial 
workspace to meet local needs.

• Retain sufficient public car 
parking in the Market Car Park 
to support the commercial and 
retail sector of Rayleigh town 
centre and high street.
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Civic Suite Site, how it looks now
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Understanding the site (1)
• Opposite the Grade II* listed Holy Trinity Church, the 

site is located at the northern end of the town centre 

adjacent to the junction with Hockley Road, the High 

Street and Websters Way.  To the South is Bull Lane 

and King George’s Park.

• Located in the Rayleigh Conservation area the site 

accommodates a Grade II listed building.

• Subsequent extensions in the 1960s to 

accommodate council services are attached to the 

Barringtons listed building.

• The site includes part of the Market Car Park to the 

east of BTMK Todmans office and parking for council 

and commercial uses on site are located to the south.

• The ground level slopes significantly (about 1.6m) 

from the highest point towards the north to the 

southern boundary with Bull Lane.
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Understanding the site (2)

• Memorial tree towards the southern boundary 

of the site.

• Car parking for the Council and commercial 

uses of the site are located to the south of the 

site.

• The existing buildings are two storeys high 

with very generous ceiling heights and are 

located at the highest part of the site and so 

are the equivalent of modern 3 storey 

buildings.

• The surrounding context is varied, with large 

3 and 4 storey commercial buildings to the 

west (across Websters Way) and 2 storey 

residential dwellings along Bull lane to the 

south east.
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The proposals - principles

• Demolition of the unsympathetic 1960s block to the south east of BTMK Todmans

offices, to improve the setting of the listed building.  Retention, conservation and 

sustainable conversion of the adjoining 1960s council chamber block.

• Net loss of no more than 39 parking spaces (across the Mill and Market Car Parks). 

• 2, 3 and 4 storey new build residential development to the south of the site to create a 

new street frontage onto Websters Way and address the junction with Bull Lane.

• Variety of 1, 2 and 3 bedroom apartments within the new development with 35% 

provided as Affordable Housing.

• The proposed building steps down in height as the site slopes down to the south to suit 

the scale of buildings on Bull Lane. 

• Provide dedicated vehicular and bicycle parking (including car charging points) and 

amenity space for both residents and employees.
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The proposals – facts and figures

• Total new homes, 25 approx. with 35% Affordable Housing provision approx. 9 homes.

• Mix of 1, 2 and 3 bedroom apartments.

• Residents' car and cycle parking, at least 1 car parking space per home with Electric 

Vehicle points. 

• New homes are to a high standard of energy efficiency, thermal and acoustic insulation 

levels and use modern technology such as air source heat pumps and wet underfloor 

heating to meet future standards and minimise environmental impact.

• 290m2 of refurbished commercial/office accommodation.

• Net loss of no more than 39 parking spaces (across the Mill and Market Car Parks). 

• Retention of the listed building and improvement of its setting.  Retention of mature and 

established trees to the north and west of the site including the retention/relocation of the 

memorial tree to the south, new tree planting and soft landscaping.
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Benefits of the proposals

• Modern sustainable facilities which represent the rich legacy of Rochford and the forward 
thinking and innovative nature of the programme.

• Provision of high quality and unique, sustainable town centre residential accommodation that 

contributes to local housing needs, including Affordable Housing contributions

• Retention of commercial and employment uses on the site, that encourage investment into the 

town centre of Rayleigh.

• Sustainable regeneration of existing buildings and sensitive new build and a catalyst for 

revitalisation of the surrounding area and town centre.

• Preserving the setting of the listed Barringtons building and the surrounding mature trees.

• Affordable on-site housing contributions.

• Retention of council services provision from a new sustainable community centre at the Mill 

Arts and Events Centre site.
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Social Value Benefits

1. Promoting Skills and Employment for Rochford. 

• Apprenticeships and work placements 

2. Supporting the Growth of Responsible Regional Businesses

• Working with a local supply chain and sourcing materially locally

3. Creating Healthier, Safer and More Resilient Communities

• Supporting some of the more vulnerable people in society, such as care leavers and ex-

servicemen

4. Protecting and Improving our Environment

• Sustainable electricity, water and energy metering and monitoring on site, reducing waste 

and considerate floodlighting. 

5. Promoting Social Innovation

• Artwork developed locally for site hoardings, working with Rayleigh Town museum, site 

visits for local schools and colleges, engagement of local social enterprises.
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Timescales and next steps

• Pre-Application enquiries with 

Rochford District Council, statutory 

consultees, conservation advisors and 

Historic England is currently ongoing.

• Community and public engagement 9th

March to 11th April via feedback 

questionnaires: www.voyage-

partnership.co.uk/haveyoursay

• Receipt of statutory and community 

feedback and responsive design 

development: Spring/Summer 2021.

• Scheme submission to Local Planning 

Authority estimated by May 2021.
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• Hear about the proposals from the team working 

on them by joining a live webinar 17th March at 

6pm by registering here -

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/rayleigh-pre-

planning-engagement-webinar-tickets-

144249802041

• There will be an opportunity to ask questions  in 

advance (via the link on the registration 

information) or live via the Q&A function at the 

event. Any questions not answered on the night 

will be responded to via the website within 5 

working days.
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