Exciting changes
proposed for Rayleigh
Proposals for the regeneration of
the Mill Arts & Events Centre site
and the Civic Suite site, in Rayleigh,
are coming together.
We recognise that there is a great deal of interest in the
Council’s Asset Delivery Programme, and specifically
the Mill Arts & Events Centre. We want to ensure as
many local people as possible are able to look at and
comment on the proposals before they are finalised and
formally submitted to the Planning Authority.
Find Out More and Have Your Say
We want to hear from the community to ensure the
designs best reflect the future needs of the people that
will use or live in the buildings. You can find further
information about the proposals and an online
community and public engagement survey for both sites
at www.voyage-partnership.co.uk/have-your-say.
The survey will be open for comments to be submitted
between 10th March 2021 and 11th April 2021.

Timescales

• 10th March 2021 to 11th April 2021: Community
and public engagement with an online survey and
live webinar on 17th March, opportunity to ask
questions in advance and at the event.
• Spring/Summer 2021: Receipt of statutory and
community feedback and responsive design
development.
• May 2021: Civic Suite Site, Scheme submission to
local Planning Authority
• August 2021: The proposed new community centre,
Scheme submission to local Planning Authority
Mill Arts & Events Centre
This venue has been the mainstay for events since 1971
and is now showing its age. It was also underused for its
size pre-COVID. That doesn’t mean it wasn’t booked
frequently, but the rooms were often too big and
unsuitable for most of their users. Due to the running
costs, it meant the fees would not be competitive for
those booking the space.

A webinar will be held on Wednesday 17th March
at 6pm, with an opportunity to find out more and
ask questions either in advance, or on the night.
Any questions not responded to on the night will
be answered and placed on the website.
You can register for this event here:
www.tiny.one/rayleighwebinar
For those without internet access, please write to:
Voyage Partnership, South Street, Rochford SS4 1BW
and request hard copies of the information and
feedback surveys.

Proposed site plan.

Financial and Environmental Sustainability

The proposed new community centre and residential dwellings.

The proposed scheme is to replace the existing building
with a brand-new community centre which will be owned
and operated by the Council. The size and design of the
new building has been arrived at following an analysis of
the most popular uses of the existing rooms. This
means that although the new centre will be smaller
(a total of 437m2), it will still be big enough for over 95%
of the bookings which
the existing hall
accommodated before
the pandemic.
The building has been
designed to be subdivided to allow for
more community uses
to take place
simultaneously. For the
170 person theatre style with space for stage. larger events (ie those
with more than 170 people seated) there are a number
of innovative ways in which these can continue to be
accommodated, and the Council is talking directly with
those users to find ways to ensure that they continue to
thrive in Rayleigh.
Sympathetic Design
The design of the proposed new community centre will
complement the heritage features of the windmill, the
Mount and the sensory garden. The proposals seek to
create a mixed-use development that combines
residential uses - and the provision of 32 new highquality and energy efficient homes, with parking and
electric vehicle charging points - with a new, sustainable
community centre.

The Council is proposing to make a net investment of
approximately £1.5m to deliver a new community centre
in Rayleigh. Analysis in line
The new community
with Treasury guidance
centre is expected to
showed that across the
deliver environmental
Council’s estate, costs would
beneﬁts equivalent to
increase by approximately
42,500kg of CO2 savings
£250,000 a year if they were
per year, or an average car
to continue operating the
driving more than ﬁve
existing buildings in their
times around the world.
current form, due to their age,
layout, and the need for significant investment to
maintain them in future. This means that in around 6
years, the savings made will have repaid the Council’s
£1.5m net investment.
The Council’s proposals also have a strong focus on
environmental sustainability which will save energy used
for heating - an estimated 42,500kg CO2 compared to the
existing premises per year, equivalent to driving an average
car more than five times around the world.
Civic Suite and Market Car Park, Rayleigh
The proposals seek to create a mixed-use development
on the site that combines residential and commercial
uses to meet local needs. This will be through partconversion and restoration of the existing buildings and
sensitive new build development.
25 new high-quality and energy efficient homes will be
provided, with parking and electric vehicle charging
points. Public car parking will be retained in the Market
car park to support the commercial and retail activity in
Rayleigh town centre and high street.
Both sites will look to create value in the area through
employment, skills and training opportunities with
apprenticeships and work placement opportunities.
The Voyage Partnership will be actively working with
small and medium sized enterprises in the region to
provide labour and skills and we will also source
materials locally wherever possible.

To find out more visit:
www.Voyage-Partnership.co.uk
Or write to us at:
Voyage Partnership, South Street, Rochford SS4 1BW

