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Questions & Answers Responses 

Subject: gbpartnerships 

Question(s) 

What is the Voyage Partnership and what is the Difference between this and GB 
Partnerships Rochford (Limited) registered at Companies House 16th July 2020 
with 3 Directors? 

Is Rochford District Council's contract for these proposed redevelopments with GB 
Partnerships, or with GB Partnerships (Rochford) Limited, which was established 
in July 2020, after the contract was awarded. If the former, why was GB 
partnerships (Rochford) Limited formed? If the latter, some would argue the only 
reason for this would be, if plans go wrong, or costs skyrocket, the newly formed 
company would take the responsibility, declare bankruptcy at no risk or financial 
responsibility to the main GB partnerships company, everyone involved walks 
away scot-free, and the taxpayer is left to foot the bill, again. 

Have any personnel of Voyage, formerly employed in any way, been connected to 
RDC?  

Why has Kier Construction been chosen and by whom. On the Construction Index 
website on the 17th Sep 2020 the Chief Executive Andrew Davis made a 
statement of a pre-tax loss of £225.5 million. Why wasn't a nearer more stable 
company chosen? 

Answer 

Voyage Partnership is the brand that represents the partnership between Rochford 
District Council and GB Partnerships (Rochford).  Voyage Partnership is not a 
separate legal entity and itself does not make any money from the programme.   

It is entirely normal for larger companies which carry out a range of different 
trading activities to create subsidiaries for particular purposes.  GB Partnerships 
(Rochford) Limited (‘GBP(R)’) was established in July 2020 specifically to deliver 
the Asset Delivery Programme (‘ADP’) and is a 100% subsidiary of GB 
Partnerships Investments Limited (‘GBPI’), its immediate and ultimate parent.   

There are restrictions on the disposal of GBP(R) before the ADP is complete and 
GBPI has provided support over its performance through a parent company 
guarantee.  It is not correct to say that financial failure would have no impact on 
GBPI or the Directors of GBP(R) who are bound by the normal laws and 
regulations surrounding the conduct and administration of limited liability 
companies.  There is no guarantee provided by Rochford District Council over 
GBP(R) and so we do not understand how there could be a perception that the 
taxpayer could be exposed to any liability. 

GB Partnerships was appointed following a robust and legally compliant 
procurement process.  Other than delivery of the ADP, there is no connection 
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between RDC and GB Partnerships (Rochford) or GBPI and no employee of GB 
Partnerships (Rochford) has ever been employed by Rochford District Council (or 
vice versa).   

The last 18 months has produced a challenging time for many organisations, 
including construction companies.  GB Partnerships (Rochford) has selected to 
work with Kier Construction as they have an excellent record of quality delivery 
across the Eastern region which was evidenced during the evaluation period.  For 
this programme, Kier will be operating from their base in Witham.  GB Partnerships 
(Rochford) will naturally keep the performance and financial robustness of all 
members of its supply chain under review prior to entering into contracts.   

 


